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         During World War Two the African country of Northern Rhodesia (present day: Zambia) had four camps 
for Polish refugees. Those Poles came from Siberia, went via Uzbekistan to Persia and were later deported to 
Eastern and Southern Africa.  For my Master Thesis for African Studies at the Leiden University, I researched 
the last Polish camp that was built in Zambia: the Abercorn Camp in the remote north of the country.  
        The project started in December 2013. I was on holidays in the Northern Province of Zambia and came 
across Mbala, which was called Abercorn in the colonial times. It is a small town in the middle of nowhere 
with quite a famous museum, called the Moto Moto Museum. When I went to Moto Moto, the staff was setting 
up a temporary exhibition about the so called Polish Abercorn Camp, which was located in this area between 
1943 and 1948. I had never heard of Polish deportees in Northern Rhodesia. It was a fascinating story. Back 
home, I started searching for information about this subject and found out there was hardly any.  
        I had just commenced working on my Master’s Degree at the Leiden University and when my professor, 
who was part of a team which reorganised the archives in Zambia, told me the Zambian archives are very 
good, I decided to make Abercorn Camp my thesis subject. I went back to Zambia.  My professor turned out 
to be right about the richness of the archives, maintained in the Zambian capital, Lusaka: the archives 
contain official letters, telegrams and receipts from British authorities in Northern Rhodesia, in Southern 
Africa and in Nairobi; from Polish authorities and Polish camp commanders in Northern Rhodesia; and even 
letters and pictures from Polish camp inhabitants.   
        The paperwork in the archives is about all four Polish camps in Northern Rhodesia, including the Lusaka 
Camp, the Fort Jameson Camp, the Bwana Mkubwa Camp and the Abercorn Camp.  I concentrated my 
research on the Abercorn Camp and found a lot of information about the camp construction, the journey and 
arrival of the refugees, the camp rules and problems, and the closure of the camp.  
        From Lusaka I went back to Mbala where I explored the former site of the camp, investigated ruins and 
examined the field opposite the former camp. In this field, one Polish grave tomb remains and many Polish 
refugees are allegedly buried in the ground. In the storerooms of the Moto Moto Museum, I took pictures of 
the artifacts left by the Polish deportees, like boots, shovels and other tools.   
        I also interviewed three Zambians who lived in Abercorn when the Polish refugees arrived in 1943. 
Although the interviewees were small boys at that time, their memory was still fresh. They told many stories 
about the contact with the Polish refugees. In the next Newsletter I will elaborate on their stories, on the 
arrival of the deportees, on life in Abercorn camp and its closure.   
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